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Governor Baker Nominates Joseph McCarthy Jr. as Clerk Magistrate of the 
Westborough District Court 
 
BOSTON – Today, Governor Charlie Baker nominated Lieutenant Joseph G. McCarthy Jr. of Shrewsbury 
to the position of Clerk Magistrate of the Westborough District Court. Lt. McCarthy has 27 years of 
experience in law enforcement. 
 
“Lt. McCarthy will bring strong managerial experience necessary to excel as Clerk Magistrate of the 
Westborough District Court,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “I am pleased to submit his name to 
Governor’s Council for their advice and consent.” 
 
“As an officer, Lt. McCarthy has shown leadership skills from his 27 year career that will benefit the 
court,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “I am confident that, if confirmed, he will serve all 
parties before him with fairness.” 
 
The District Court hears a wide range of criminal, civil, housing, juvenile, mental health, and other types 
of cases. District Court criminal jurisdiction extends to all felonies punishable by a sentence up to five 
years, and many other specific felonies with greater potential penalties; all misdemeanors; and all 
violations of city and town ordinances and by-laws. The District Court is located in 62 courts across the 
Commonwealth. 
 
For more information about the District Court, visit their homepage. 
 
Judicial nominations are subject to the advice and consent of the Governor’s Council. Applicants for 
judicial openings are reviewed by the Judicial Nominating Commission (JNC) and recommended to the 
governor. Governor Baker established the JNC in February 2015 pursuant to Executive Order 558, a 
non-partisan, non-political Commission composed of volunteers from a cross-section of the 
Commonwealth's diverse population to screen judicial applications. Twenty-one members were later 
appointed to the JNC in April 2015. 
 
About Joseph G. McCarthy Jr.: 
 
Detective Lieutenant Joseph G. McCarthy Jr. has served in the Shrewsbury Police Department since 
1995. He served the department as an undercover investigator until 1996 when he was assigned as a 
Detective in Shrewsbury. In May 1998, McCarthy became Sergeant, supervising uniformed officers, 
managing shift operations and patrol duties. Since 2007, he has served as Detective Lieutenant, 
managing the detective bureau and serving as a liaison between the town, State Police and the Middle 
District Attorney’s Office. McCarthy began his career as a police officer in the Wellfleet Police 
Department in 1992 until 1994 when he joined the Dennis Police Department. McCarthy earned his B.A. 
from the University of Maine in 1991 and his M.A. in Criminal Justice from Anna Maria College in 1997. 
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